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I feel for you, my Chriſtian Friends of this 
congregation, on that painfully bereaving 
Providence, which has made this to you, 
and to us all, the houſe of mourning.— 
The death of your dear and juſtly honour- 
ed miniſter and paſtor. He has often met 
vou with pleaſure here, to ſpeak unto you 
the words of life. Many of you have at- 
tended long, with great ſatisfaction, on his 
miniſtrations. You will henceforth hear 
him no more. But you are now called 
upon, to hear the words he uttered upon 
his dying-bed, and with his laſt breath 
there: They were thoſe of wins" re- 

corded . ; nk 


Acres VII. 59. 


Lon Jxsus RECEIVE MY Seinrr.—Tbs 
Hiſtorian adds, ver. 60, AND WHEN HB BAD 
SAID THIS, HE FELL ASLEEP, 


T is good to follow a faithful Gevane of 
Chriſt to his end. We hear much from 
his lips, and ſee much in his life, to inſtruct 


the. dtd 2 —— 2 — — — — 
* 
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and animate us, while he is living to the 


Lord; but there is ſomewhat that ſgikes. us 
ſtill more tenderly and powerfully in his 

dying language and behaviour, when he dies 
to the Lord: When in death he appears 
wholly devoted to Jeſus; filled with his 
love; difpoſed for his praiſe ;” longing for 
his preſence, and in high expectations from 
him. By ſentiments and affections like 
theſe, he honours his Maſter, —recommends 
kis gofpel-and his ſervice, —relieves mourn- 
ing relatives, —and' reconciles believing ſur- 
vivors to their diſſolution.— If, beſides for- 
warding theſe deſigns, a ſermon on his death 
may tend likewiſe to fit and difpoſe any to 
live and die as he did, it will anſwer the beſt 
purpoſes that either ſpeaker or hearers could 
expect or defire. © With theſe wiſhes and 
views, the paſſage I have juſt read is recom- 
mended to our attention.—lIt contains ſome 
of the laſt words of Stephen; one, and the 
moſt diſtinguiſlied, of the ſeven officers 
choſen by the A poſtles, to aſſiſt them and 
the churches in the management of their 
temporal; affairs. But, before we proceed 
further in the account of his death, let us 
recollect the character which the ſacred hiſ- 
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Ai gives of him in the th and: Sth 
verſes of the preceding chapter; He was 
* a man full of faith, and of "the! Holy 
«« Ghoſt; and being full of faith he wrought 
great miracles among the people.” Zorne- 
what of his natural talents, and ſpiritual 
taſte and diſcernment, may be known from 
a pertinent and ſpirited diſcourſe of his, in 
the former part of this chapter, addreſſed to 
a publick aſſembly of the Jews, of, which 
their high-prieſt was preſident. But he ſpake 
more honourably of Chriſt, and more; fully 
of the guilt of his murderers, than they 
could bear. They therefore... laid ; violent 
hands upon him, dragged him out of the 
city, and ſtoned him. The whole account 
we have of his death, is in the o! laſt verſes 
of the chapter, from which 1 have been, de- 
ſired to ſelect the words firſt read for the 
ſubject of this diſcourſe. nen will 
be our bugs. ite) J 10 t. 
r e is pgairgaal wy 

— To realize the clncumſtgayes in which 
this ſervant of Chriſt was, when he utter- 
ed the guage in our text:“ he. was 
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II.) To illuſtrate his language in thoſe 
circumſtances * Lord _ receive my 
1 urs, uv. rhapd\ a. 7 


1 * " * . * | | [3 
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And then, FP? 4 444i ee - +> 7 


III.) To trace the ie of the eke 5 
9 He fell alledp.” | 


3 


The . of — will oval occut 


to ſome of you, on what you may now hear; 


may God ſo overrule the Providence which 
has directed us to this ſubject, and bleſs 
what may be offered upon it, as that it may 
prove the means of preparing you to die the 
death of the righteous, and of rendering 
your latter end both as ſafe and as happy as 
his F With that view, FE a ee alt tom 
with 5 e 4 4 | 
4 To realize the circumſtances in which 
this ſervant of Chriſt was, when he uttered 
"ar Ogg in our * H. was n 


And that not ay in the aa in „ which 
we are all dying, as mortal creatures, and 
liable to death every moment; but actually 
es his laſt. One fell by the hands 

of 


1 1 


of an outrageaus: mob, in the open fields; 
ſurrounded with the eruel and profane: tha 
other dies at home on his bed, accompanied 
with every aſſiſtance and relief, that eithet 0 
the art of medicine, or the tenderneſs of 
affectionate relatives could afford: But the 
iſſue is alike to both; expiting. Meditate on 
the ſituation, oh my ſoul] and know, everx 
hearer, it will be thine; and thine ſaono 
] wiſh. to feel the thought while I am ens 
larging upon it: I wiſh you to feel it Every 
connection, every earthly connection diſſolv- 
ing. Thou wilt then be quitting every pur- 
ſuit, —foregoing every pleaſing proſpect. 
reſigning every inteteſt, taking a long leave 
of every friend, even the friend af thy 
boſom —nay, leaving this earthly houſe of 
thy tabernacle, to reſign it to its parent 
duſt; and thy ſpirit going; juſt going; but 
going whither ?-—Aſk it, and liſten to its 
anſwer; Into eternity. What a criſis this 
Big with eternity. You have, perhaps, ſeen 
ſome of your fellow mortals in this ſituation 
one in agonies that diſtorted every feature of 
his countenance, and made all his joints to 
tremble; did you aſk him, What is it to 
l ily e he would tell you, 


* hard 


1 6 ] 5; 
«hard work; yes, dying work is hard work 


1 indeed: © pity me, pity me, oh my friends, 
1 for the hand of the Lord is upon me.” — 
| But you may have heard of ſome, to whom 
nir has been a yet more fearful thing to die. 
38 Who have been ſtruggling at once with con- 
5 rulſive agonies of body, and the horrors of 
a guilty conſcience; confounded on a review 
| | | of life, and ſhocked, to the laſt degree, to 
1 find it cloſing. All before them is dark and 
| | dreadful; Hear from one in ſuch à ſtate, his 
1 ot of dying: Ob, ſays he, it is every 
l | thing horrible and alarming. My body and 
| | foul are one ſcene of torture. The worm 
1 that never dies has - already laid hold of my 


if | | vitals ; andthe flames are juſt twining about 
me of that fire which ſhall never be-quench< 
edi ying, to me, is the beginning of hell; 
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'F it is 2 bell within. And is it ſo to all ? | Is 
i | | it to every ſinner? Some ſuch ſeem to die as 
if inſaflible and fearleſs as they lived: they 
* ſee nothing terrible in death. Thank God, 


ſaidi one in his laſt moments, T:have'a good 


| | | heart; and have lived a good life; have 

. taken the ſacrament; I die in charity with 

du wen; and 1 don't doubt but God will 

1 bare po" upon; me, and that I ſhall be 
f 
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happy.” | The! two former were: painful Ipeb- 
tacles; and perhaps this nat leſs ſo, ti a 
ſerious and diſcerning friend, who knows 


the only ſolid ſoundation of a ſihtter's Hape, 


and realizes the fatal effects of ſelf· deluſionʒ 
eſpecially in a dying hour. igen 


But, bleſſed be God, there is -fach a 
thing as a good hope through grace; and 
it is an anchor to the ſoul, ſure and ſtedfaſt, 
entering into that which is within the veil: 
And dying, to the ſoul" poſſeſſed of that 
hope, is the gate of life, in which the be- 
liever is often indul ged at once with delight- 
ful proſpects and foretaſtes of his fut re 
bliſs. Such was death to the dear decea 
Through the fear of it, he had been alm 
all his life- time ſubject to bondage. But he 
tells you, in its neareſt approach, the ſting 
of death is now taken away.” I have felt it, 
but feel it no more. All is peace within: : 
I know in whom 1 have believed. 11 now 
cloſe life with a renewed act of faith in | him: 
cheerfully committing my. immortal all to 
his powerful protection and tender care ; 
confiding in which, I can leave. the world, 
and enter upon eternity, without one pain+ 
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full of glory: farewel! | 
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Thus did he finiſh his n Allow®- 


me to repeat here the verſe we Nast e been 


finging : * 1 


ä n . 
4 Feel ſoft as downy pillows are; | | 
© «© While on his breaſt I lean my head, 
Mera aps eee es e 


We will now e bt 


"= To examine the purport of the words | 
he uttered i in theſe circumſtances, - Lord 


4 * Jeſus! receive my ſpirit.” 


11 f is del and inftrodive to obſerve the 
ſervants of Gop, in different and diſtant 
countries and ages of the word, embracing 
che ſame truths, imbibing the ſame ſpirit, 
actuated by the ſame principles, entertaining 
the ſame hopes ; and, conſequently, adopt- 
ing the ſame language, both in life and in 
death. David ſaid before the Lord, (a) 


Into thy hands I commit my ſpirit.” The 


language of the Son of Gop himſelf, in his 
expiring 
(a) Pel. XXXI, 5. 


[9-3 


expiring moments was.'(5) Father, into 
thy hands I commend my ſpirit. Having 
exchanged the abaſements and ſufferings of 
his croſs and grave; farſa glorious throne at 
the right-hand of his Father, his diſciple 
Stephen, when about to follow his divine 
Maſter, was honoured with a viſion of - his 
perſon and glory: ſtruck; with ae, fight, * 


* — * 3 


phant exſtacy of. a livieg faith in hls. dying 
moments; crying out, with all the energy 
of exertion of which he was then capable, 
Lord Jeſus receive my ſpirit.” |, Our dear 
brother adopted his language in a ſimilar 
ſituation. And he appeared to ſpeak as one 
that felt What he ſaid: therein the Lord 

granted him the deſire of his heart. Ad it 


e from hence, that 


_ . ih Hez with Stephen, e i his thick 
would exiſt in a ſtate of ſeparation from the, 
body. Had either conſidered the human 
frame as one undiſtinguiſhed maſs of matter, 
mac made all live and die together, he 


could not, with any propriety, have made 
uſe of duch a prayer. Nor does a petition 


1 C like 
£2 1.412) (9). Luke XXIII. 46. 
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many paffages in his Writings, that the hope 
| of it, as fuch, perfectly feroneiled kim to his 


w 1 


like this uche with the notion of the Gur's 


ſinking, at death, into a totally inactive 
and inſenſible tate; > Having been always 
uſed to converſe and act by bodily ſenſes 
and organs, and to receive many of our - 
ideas through ſuch a medium, we have but 
imperfect, and, probably, inaccurate con- 


ceptions' of pure ſpirits. We know little of 


the 'manher in Which they act, enjoy, or 
communicate happineſs: to each other: But 


ate we from thence to infer, that they ean- 
not exiſt, think, er feel without! Vedieh 


without theſe bodies of fleſh and blbod 


Whith: they inhabited here? The apoſtle 
Paul- had pot Tuth®apprehenſibas, hen he 


fock (e): when he cohſidered ſuch, (4) in 
their ſtate of abſenee from the body, as he- 
ing preſent with the Lord; and repreſented 
chat us a Rate of happineſs, far ſuperior to 
every thing that he had enjoyed, er eould 
enjoy, in the body. Tr plainly appears from 


departure (e). The anxiety he and Hris bre- 
thier expreſſed for 8 departing ſpirits, 


4 18 
(e) Heb. XII. 23. "ee e 1-8. (e) Phil. I. 23. 


1 A J 

is. only to be accounted-for. upon this prin- 
ciple. Had we been within hearing of Ste- 
phen, when he uttered the prayer before us, 
we ſhould all have concluded without adoubt, 
« This good man expects his ſoul's ſeparate 
4. exiſtence; and that in a ſtate in which it 
« will need the patronage of its exalted 
Lord, and be capable of enjoying it.“ 
Morcover bis language expreſſes, 

= a . anxious Gen its ſafety and 
happineſs in that ſtate. To the dying, and, 
let me add, to the living likewiſe, this is 
the One thing needful.; the ſalvation of the 
ſoul. What ſhall it profit a man, if he gain 
| the whole world and loſe his own ſoul? or 
what ſhall a man give in exchange for his 
ſoul ? Many, alas! are bartering it away for 
the moſt deſpicable trifles: and ſome die, as 
they lived, totally unconcerned about it. 
The latter end of ſuch is a moſt diſtreſſing 
ſpectacle to every thoughtful furrounding 
friend. To hear the ſick and dying talk of 
nothing but food or medicine for the body, 
their ſchemes for the world, and the property, 
concerns, and connections they have in it. 
It is not pleaſing, 10 obſerve thoſe. who 
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12 
avow themſelves ſtrangers and pilgrims on 
earth, painfully. careful for the morrow at 
any time; or diſtreſſed in the apprehenſion 


of what may become of their bodies, both i in 
death and after it: yet ſuch fears will, too 


often, crowd into the minds even of thoſe 
with whom Gop has made an everlaſting 


covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure. 


The dear good man who has lately left us, 
was, at times, painfully exerciſed with them. 


He has freely told ſome of you what he has 
felt, in the apprehenſion of the pains which 


many feel, and feel long before the change 
comes; and how uncomfortably his mind 
has been affected, by realizing the ſtate of 
the body in the grave. As to the former, the 
Lord made them very light and ſhort to him; 


nor did he then employ a word or a thought 


on the latter. His ſoul, his departing ſpirit, 
engaged all his attention: and the object 
well deſerved it. The ſoul's the man. His 


intellectual, his immortal All. Every other 


intereſt is, therefore, very properly loſt in that, 
at ſuch a ſeaſon. If that be ſecure, he has 
not only nothing to fear, but may expect 
to be put in immediate poſſeſſion of all 
_— 3 in 6 places *with 


Chriſt 


* 


£04 
Chtiſt Jeſus; and to be fixed in the uns 


interrupted and everlaſting enjoyment. of 
them. | 


K 7.24 


Hence 45 ſolicitude be e for his 
ſoul.—Many of you well know, that your 
late Paſtor ſpent his life in caring for the 
ſouls of others. Vou cannot have forgot, 
ſome of you, I truſt, will never forget, the 
tenderneſs and fidelity with which he watch. 
ed for your ſouls : the feryent prayers he has 
offered to Gop, with you, and for you. 
The tender intreaties, the ſolemn exhorta- 
tions and warnings, and the faithful admoni- 
tions which he has addreſſed to you in the 
name of the Lord; as one that longed, yea, 
even travailed in birth for the ſalvation of 
your ſouls. ' And when no longer capable 
of expreſſing his concern for you thus, he 
retires to commit his own immortal ſpirit 
to the patronage of your and his common 
Lord and Redeemer, Giving you thereby a 
farther proof, if any were neceſfary, that he 
had been ſincere in all his expreſſions of. con- 
cern for the ſouls of others; and by this 
ſpirit end conduct in death, he has belt be- 


hind, what will prove, an additional teſtimony 
d againſt 


F a4 J 


againſt: thoſe who, either in deat ori in a 
| neglect their 8 %%% De 


But we muſt er to remark, 


TY His ay; expreſſes a FR belief 
of Nis ſupreme power and authority of 
Chriſt in the world of ſpirits-. That world 
is ſpoken of as, to us at preſent, within the 
veil; we fee, nothing, and know but very 
little of it. Therefore it is called (adus) the 
inviſible ſtate. Vet, bleſſed be God, it is 
not entirely unknown. We read, in our 
facred oracles, ſomewhat of its inhabitants, 
of ; their employments, and ther bliſs. Of 
this diſciple Stephen, you heard before, that 
he was a man full of the Holy Ghoſt: that 
Spirit was undoubtedly imparted to him for 
his own fake, as well as to render him a 
blefling, to others; to ſhew unto him the 
way of ſalvation, and to reveal all that it 
was of importance for him to know of Chriſt 
the Saviour. His. ſoul appears to have been 
to him, as it. is to every dying faint; his 
moſt precious treaſure: as ſuch he could 
not intruſt a ſtranger with it, nor one that 
he either knew little, or thought lightly of . 
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His ſolieitude for its fafety, | muſt be in pro- 
portion to his ſenſe of its worth: and he 
ſhows What that was, by cemmitting it ts 
the eat of Jeſus, who is Lord ef ally of 
all worlds, and of all ereatures and events ith 
hem; econſidering him then with -peauliar 
pleaſure as the King ef Glory; who appoints 
to each his ſtation and empleyment there; 
and affords protectiot 8 eee 
happineſs to the whole;/though' ten thouſknd 
times ten thoufand, and tchouſands oft thb. 
ſands. This was thinking and ſpeaking 
highly of Chriſt But his perfections and 
offices entitle him to all the veneration his 
fervants' can pay (him -+ivilife or in death; 
and encourage an unlimited confidence, bbtli 
for the life that now is and that which is 
to come. He is Lord boiheof the dead ani 
of the living (7). The Father faith,” con- 
cerning this his ſon, who is tlie 'brightaeſs 
of his glory and the expreſs imege of his 
perſon, . let all the angels of Gon worſhip 
* him: and his language to him is, Thy 
© throne, O Gov, is for ever and ever; 4 
bs, ſeeptre of righteouſneſs is the ſeeßtts of 
* 8 kingdom g) *! Taught by his ſpirit, 

| the 
(F)Rom' XIV, g. (ee) Heb. Tas. 


ſ 16 1 | 5 
the Apoſtle Paul ſpake often in the higheſt 
and ſtrongeſt terms, of the abſolute and uni- 
verſal: dominion of Chriſt. The God of 

* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt (b),; having, raiſed 

. him from the dead, ſet him * a ay own 

*<: right-hand inthe heavenly, places; far 

« above all. principality, and power, and 

* might, and dominion, and every name 

* that. is named, ngt only. in this world, 

but alſo in that Which is to come; and 

«c, bath put all things under his feet; and 

©, gave him to be head over all things to the 

% e hurch. And he elſewhere repreſents 
this his ſupreme authority as founded on the 
triumphs: of his croſs. (i) Having hum- 

*, bled himſelf, and become obedient unto 

c death; even the death of the croſs ; there- 

1 fore Gop alſo: hath highly exalted him; 
* and, giyen him a name which is above 
every name; that at the name of Jeſus 
« every. knee ſhould bow, of things in 
82 heaven, and things in earth, and things 
* under the earth; and that every tongue 
ec ſhould, confeſs, - that Jeſus Chriſt.is Lord, 
« to- the glory of Gop the Father.“ And 
bas not be himſelf given repeated afſurances ; 
ao of 
(b) Eph. J. 20. (i) Phil. II. 8-10, 
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( + 1 
bf the truth; as f truth of the firſt import- 
unce both for te inſtruction and encbur- 

agement of all his faithful ſervants ) The 

„Father, fſaid he to his diſciples," (2) 

*'Jadgeth no man; but hath comtritted all 
judgment unte the Son; that all men 

* ſhould honbur the Son, even as they ho- 

< nour the Father.“ He made that decla- 

ration when he was with them in our world; 
and he has given a farther confirmation of it 

in a meſſage he directed to his 1 

from his throne in the heavens; (/ * Be- 

e hold, I am alive fot: evermote, and have 

« the keys of hell and of death. The 

« ſtate intended by the fitſt of theſe words 

« (44) is ot (ſayt⸗ the lernod Mr. How) 

merely or- prineipally that Which we call 
hell; that is but a ſmall and mean part 

e of the dominion of Chriſt; nor would it | 

thi magnify his perſon or dignity,” to Tay he 

is the keeper of the dungeon: it includes 
the whole of the unſeen world; the te- 

* gion of ſeparate ſpirits; and his having 

* the key of it, denotes his final deciſive 

9 other to appoint every one's abode 

RW 1 TL Oy | "166 there's 
(4) John V. 226 3. on 

(1) Rev. I. 18. compared wich; Ch. 2 7. 


Fw : 
there; as his having the key of death 
«* teaches us, that it is with him to order 
the time and manner of every one's enter- 
ing upon it. This is matter of delight- 
ful contemplation to his ſervants in their 
neareſt approaches to that ſtatę: it is the 
een of Chriſt my Lord, in whom I 
have truſted, and from whom are all my ex- 
pectations. Nevertheleſs, ſaid his apoſ- 
tle then, though buffering and. dying, 82. J 
**,am not aſhamed,” aſhamed of my maſter, 
aſhamed of any thing I do or can endure in 
his cauſe, aſhamed of my attachment to him, 
or of the confidence I have repoſed in him, 
for I know in whom I have belieyed, and 
am perſuaded he is able to keep that which 
4 1 have committed unto. him waiſt that 
cc af (G a „ 

iT 7 W 
But we: 0 Wasa to abliires, that, 
topother with this pleaſing perſuaſion of the 


ſupreme authority of his everliving minen 
the words before us .expreſs, n bi 8 
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58 An eam dere of partaking with 
thoſe happy ſpirits, who are for ever with 
| the 
(in) 1 Tim. I. 12. 


| 1. 19 J 

the Lord. With this ſcene in view, his ſoul 
longs to enter upon it. Lord Jeſus, thou 
haſt with thee the departed ſpirits of many 
of thy ſervants, Oh receive mine! It is 
juſt about to leave its tenement of clay, its 
all below ; and it is coming to thee, to put 
in its humble claim for a place and a part 
with thoſe who are with thee in paradiſe. 
I am perſuaded, that in thy preſence is ful- 
neſs of joy; at thy right-hand are pleaſures 
for evermore. The happieſt moments I 
have ever ſpent upon earth, I have ſpent 
with thee ; in the exerciſes of faith in thee, 
and of love and devotedneſs to thee. But 
thoſe ſeaſons have been few and ſhort: they 
muſt always be liable to interruptions; and 
they will be attended with imperfections 
in ſuch a ſtate as this: while preſent in the 
body, after all I do or can enjoy of him 
_ whom my ſoul loveth, I find myſelf abſent 
from the Lord: ſhall I not, muſt I not, there- 
fore, ſay with his ſervant, we are willing 
rather (evdonepes KAN) we are much better 
pleaſed with the proſpe& of being abſent 
from the body, and preſent with the Lord. 
I truſt my treaſure, for I feel my heart, is 
there. I know no enjoyment I would not 
3 Dis) reſign ; 
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reſign; no expectation I would not forego; 
no, nor any preſent pain which L would not 
endure, to be with Jeſus. I feel myſelf a 
ſtrapger on earth; it gets poorer to me every 
day; ; many, very many, of my beſt friends 
in. Chriſt are gone: I long to be with them, 
to ſee him as he is; to enjoy, to love, to 
praiſe, to ſerve him; to bear his image, and 
join the happy honoured company who ſtand 
continually before him to behold his glory, 
and to celebrate the riches of his grace, 
Oh! my beloved Lord, fee thy. ſervant 
waiting for thy ſalvation : ſay, behold, I 
come quickly; and he will gladly reply,— 
Amen! even ſo come Lord Jeſus. If cart 
was ten thouſand times better than it is; 
were-it more free from fin, temptations to it, 
and the ſorrows it occaſions ; if its joys were 
more numerous, more permanent and re- 
fined, ſtill I ſhould ſay with Paul, to de- 
art and to be with Chriſt, will be, muſt 

„ Hexe pronnev, 0 00 far much ee 
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We e ſhall cloſe theſe. odſoreton with 
ig 
$i:5ren i & ) He 
(#) Phil, I. 23: Th 
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;.) He intruſts his/&xalted Redeemer with 
the care of his departing fpirit, In the pre- 
ceding verſe it is ſaid, that while the perſe- 
cutors of Stephen were; ſtoning him, he, 
like his divine Maſter; was employed'botly 
in imploring forgiveneſs for them, and the 
ſalyation of his on foul; calling upon 
“ GoD, and ſaying, Lord Jeſus receive my 
5 ſpirit.” The facred hiſtorian ſeems to 


uſe the latter phraſe as an explanation of the 


former; in that, his words exprefs nothing 
more than a general act of invocatioß, with- 
out mentioning either the object or the pur- 


port of his addreſs. | The Greck word GG 


for Gon, is not in the original: it is anly 
ſaid there, be was invoking.” But whit 
is devout invocation ſhort of an act of divine 
worſhip;? or how couldrthis: good man look 
to any below the ſupreme Sovereign of life 
and death, either for the pardon of his perſe.- 
cutors or the ſalvation of his 'own departing 
ſpirit. Worſhip is the prerogative of Deity : 
when the apoſtle John was about to perform 
a fimilar act of homage to the celeſtial meſſen- 
ger who appeared to him, he was always 
forbid; (o) ** See thou do it not, Lam thy 

| „ fellow- 
(e) Rev, XIX. 10. XXII. 9. 
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L 22 J 
„ fellow- ſervant.“ But, conſidering Jeſus 
as truly divine, he not only dares to bow 
before him, but to leave his immortal all in 
his hands. That were too valuable, and, 
to a dying believer, too important a charge 
to commit to a ſaint, an angel, or an arch- 


angel; to any one below him from whom 
he originally received it. Stephen, „ there- 
fore, goes immediately thither in his laſt 
moments ;—ſo likewiſe our dear friend, 
lately called to follow him. What a ſermon 
have you, added to all you have heard from 
him here, in this one ſhort ſentence, uttered 
with his laſt breath on his dying bed! never 
forget it: he faid much in it to recommend 
Chriſt to your eſteem; and the ſalvation of 
your ſouls through him, to your ſerious and 
immediate attention. Lord,” ſays he, 
« I am thine, fave me; I have no where 
elſe to flee; I have looked to no other. 
Thou art all my ſal vation and all my deſire. 
The ſoul which thou haſt redeemed with 
thy precious blood, which thou haſt enlight- 
ened and renewed by thy grace; and which 
thou haſt drawn with the ſweet and power- 
ful attractives of thy love, I now cheerfully. 
| reſign 
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reſign to thy care and management, to be 
wee beer Kon 188g 
bas guigzall zl n $290 WW —_ 
4590: A 5 weak, and badges worm, , a 
On thy kind arms I fall; I 
2 « Be thou my ſtrength, and righteouſneſs. 
8 | DU « th Jeſus, and ty K 
8 I7 YO $4. 7711 oo "If 3 7 ot 
We muſt now take om notice of * 
th RP r . 1 4 cif i5 . 
II. The e event of: the! bes, or ay 
terms in which he deſeribes this good man's 
departure when he had ſaid this, he fell 
aſleepd. Theſe words, in their nn 
r — 2 es 5 } 1370 
us 35 The A he thee Waren He | 
fell aſleep :—cloſed his eyes on this buſy, 
noiſy, fatiguing, enſnaring world ;—both 
its painful, and its pleaſing ſcenes ;—bid 
adieu to every intereſt, - privilege, | ſervice, 
and friend in it. As is faid of David (5), 
when he had ſerved his generation he fell 
aſleep. But the expreſſion was not, ſurely; 
intended to tell us of either, that his whole 
man — into a =_ of total inſenſibility. 
F411 I's . a 4 
(50 Ads XIII. 36. 


TH l 18 © - 1 " 


—— 
— 22 —— 2 
—— — a 
— ——— * » 
3 <2 
ths. Ac _ — — — — PR 
— 2 — * 


wo 
— 


— — - 
CE FX . 
 - - w_— 
- _ — — — — 
—— — — — — 5 

— 
— 

- m—_ —— — 2 


4 — 1 1 - 
* 
— 2 + 7 — * 
— — * 25 — 
* — yy 
— err: 
2 — — Ww 
— - = — — > 
I 
"—_ 
—_ -- — — 


La 


Sstephen's ſolicitude about his ſpirit was ala 


together needleſs. and in vain; upon that ſupa 
poſition. Where the phraſes fleeping and 
waking, lying down and riſing again, occur, 


they refer plainly and” direRly t to the body: 


that of the human frame which ; is, to be laid 
in the grave, and to continue in its bed of 


duſty uatil calleu fortli by the voice of the 


archangel, and the trump of Gon, in the 
great day. Then, we are aſſured, thoſe that 


Sdep in Jeſus, will Gon bring with him (). 


That ſtate of the body, in which it becomes 


incapable of all its former exertions and fecl . 
ings, and inſenſible to every ſurrounding 3. 


object and event, is called 41ts:ſleep. - Some 


of you have, perhaps, heard your dear miniſ- 


ter, with concern, both in private and: in 


public, expreſs unpleafing ſenſations, which 
the apprehenſion of this change, at times; 
excited in him. But his anxiety about the 
ſtate of the body, as he aſſured me ſome days 
before his departure, was mercifully re- 
moved; and he could refer it to him to dif- 
pole: of it, as he ſhould pleaſe, to whom che 
bag jnommiteed + owes of ral W 1 And 
lid n nt eier 05 21 therefore 


2" (it, Theſl.- IV. 15. See als John x. 11. 1 Cor. 
XV. II. &c, 307-11 
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Fa 


* 
| therefore. with ſweet, compoſure,” he. fell 
| _— 1 This on us to in, eri 200 
or . % (49585 
2. 2. The cal 40d F 8 
he departed, fell aſleep ; and that without a 
Rruggle, a groan, or a figh z without pain 
of body, or diſtreſs of mind; in ſo much, 
that a dear child, on whoſe arms his head 
was reclined, did not ſo much as know when 
be breathed his laſt. He cloſed his eyes on 
life, as one that could leave all on earth 
without reluctance, and cheerfully. obey his 
Lord's firſt ſummons :=Mark the perfect 
man, and behold. the upright, for the end 
of that man is peace (C. 3 


/ 


But having fuggetied 2 | 192 Similar 
to theſe, in a preceding part of our ſubjeR, 
we ſhall, without farther nn ein 


een to mention, 


3.) That which a contributed to 
the compoſure of his laſt moments. The 


ſting of death was taken away; but by 
whom ? or how ? He left the wotld with 


as little terror and 2 as a perſon re- 
 '- tiring 


[44 ] 


Stephen's ſolicitude about his ſpirit was ala 
together needleſs. and in vain, upon that ſupa 
poſition. Where the phraſes ſleeping and 
waking, lying down and riſing again, occur, 
they refer plainly and diręctiy to the body: 
that of the human frame which ; 18 to be laid 
in the grave, and to continue in its bed of 
duſty until called forth by the yoice of the 
archangel, and the trump of Gon, in the 
great day. Then, we are aſſured, thoſe that 
ſicep in Jeſus, will Gon bring with him (9). 
That ſtate of the body, in which it becomes 
incapable of all its former exertions and feel. 
ings. and inſenſible to every ſurrounding 
object and event, is called itsiſleep. Some 
of you have, perhaps, heard your dear miniſ- 
ter, with concern, both in private and: in 
public, expreſs unpleafing ſenſations, which 
the, apprehenſion: of this change, at times; 
excited in him. But his anxiety; about the 
ſtate of the body, as he aſſured me ſome days 
before his departure, was mercifully re- 
moved; and he could refer it to him to dif- 
poſe: of it, as he ſhould pleaſe; to whom he 
yore omitted * of * ſoub And 
Wilid anz Tag} n ni thackogn 


r Tbeſſ. IV. 15. See ao John xi 11. 1 Cor. 
XV. 11. &c. &. & 11 
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therefore With ne mpoſ 
Wee fi This leads us to remark, . 5 jan 
OPT WWF | 4 1 55 na 


* ) The cata bad peaceful manner. in which 


he departed, .. fell aſleep ; and that without a 


ſtruggle, a groan, or a figh ; without pain 
of body, or diſtreſs of mind; in ſo, much, 
that a dear child, on whoſe, arms his head 
was reclined, did not. ſo much as know when 
be breathed, his laſt. He cloſed his eyes on 
life, as one that could leave all on earth 
without reluctance, and cheerfully .obey his 
Lord's firſt ſummons :=Mark the perfect 


man, and behold. the _ for the end 


of that man is peace (9: -. 


/ 53 


But having ſuggeſted 2 hints flmilar 
to theſe, in a preceding part of our ſuhject, 
we ſhall, without farther n 1 


proceed to mention, 


3.) That which He contributed. to 
the compoſure of his laſt moments. The 
ſting of death was taken away; but by 
whom ? or how ? He left the world with 
as little terror and 2 as a perſon re- 
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iiddog 5 at night to ſleep: 3 and why'?—He had 
not time to explain the grounds of his con- 
fidence in his laſt moments, but the terms 
themſelves, in which it was exprefled, fuf- 
fieiently explained them; to thoſe, eſpecially, 
Who knew his avowed and governing prin- 
ciples through life. A ſoul, on looking to 
Jefus; tells ybu the ting of death is taken 
Sway, And falls afleep; not doubting, but that 
ke would graciouſly accept the charge; and 
well affured, that it muſt be r ever "or 
and — in * ere 


by U oft Ner a nor hell ſhall &'er remove 
His fav'rites from his breaſt ; 
c In the dear boſom of his love, 
3 IE muſt wy, ever reſt,” 


ermit me now to 3 ſome farther 


7 een as reflections on the whole, that 


may direct to the practical improvement of 
the ſubject, and the Providence which has 
now called our attention to it . 


912 . 100 valuable the diſcoveries of the 
goſpel to dying ſinners! Having ſinned, 
We 


8 (9 N. B. Some of the following reflections were fup- 
preſſed at the delivery of the diſcourſe, for want of time. 


Ta Y 

we have all came ſhort of the glory vf (God. 
Nor have we merely forfeited. his fay our and 
loſt his image, but rendered ourſelves abr 
Noxious. to his righteous diſpleaſure, both .in 
the life that now is, and. that which is 10 
come. The wages of fin is death bleſſeſ 
be God, that the facred oracle does not ſtqp. 
there, but opens 3 door of hope,tqr,avenh , 
the guilty and polluted, in a) dying hq 
Shall we not eſteem it; our ineſtimable pri- 
Vilege, hasing. been apld, that bygione 

man's diſobedience many became ſinners, 
know, that hy the obedience of one, ſhall 
many become rightegus ; and that, whereas 
by man game death, by man came alſo the 
reſurrection of the dead? Theſe ſhould. he 
welcome tidings to us at all times; but, If 
capable af fecling, we ſhall Heel their pecu- 
liar value and. importance. in a dying hour, 
when every other comfort and hope fails, 
and when abqut . to appear before Gan. 
Vou have, perhaps, heard many a heliever 
ſay then, I would not be without the con- 
ſolations of the golpel now, for à thous 
fand worlds. g Nu 1. 
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2) How admirably endearing the com- 
paſſion of Chriſt to ſuch! His compaſſion, 
Hot only as it appears in the difcoveries of 
His goſpel ; but likewiſe in the ſeaſonable 
and all- ſufficient application of- goſpel grace, 
JOG conſolation and a good hope 

© thoſe. ſolemn and important moments. 
Whey we come from the dying - bed of a 
believer, finiſhing his courſe i in the triumphs 
of faith ; not only borne above the pains of 
death, and the various ſolemn and affectin 8 
ſcenes of a diſſolution; but diſcovering in 
his very countenance, in all he ſays, and in 
his whole deportment, an uninterrupted 
compoſure, nay a divine joy; While we con- 
gratulate our honoured friend, wwe cannot 
but admire the excedding riches of the grace 
of Chrift. "What 4 kind, condeſcending 
maſter is Jeſus to his ſervants ! He not only 
promiſes,” they ſhalt be for 'ever with the 
Lord; but comes and meets them on the 
way, to carry them through and above all 
the difficultics of their pafſage,” and to cheer 
their hearts with delights 11 foretaſtey of 
their eternal bliſs. MF 
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3. 5 How important an application to Je- 
ſus Chriſt in life, as you with for ſafety, 
comfort, and hope in him, in a dying heur ! 
That hour will ſhew you the vanity of every 
other refuge and dependence; nothing you 
are, or have, or may have done yourſelves, 
or that any fellow- creature, either on earth 
or in heaven, can do for you, wilt avail you 
then. None but Chriſt; none but Chriſt! 
And as vou wiſh to- be enabled to epply to 
him in that trying period with courage. and 
hope, it concerns you to flee to him now. 
Indeed you may not have either ability or 
time for it then; but if you have a long 
warning, and now ſtop your ears, and harden 
your hearts againſt him, may he not juſtly 
tay to you in that day, as he has threatened 
he will to ſuch ſinners, * Becauſe I. have 
“called, and ye refufed, I have ſtretehed 
« out my hand, and no man regarded 
£ will hugh at your calamity, and meck 
** when your fear cometh: Then ſhall they 
« call upon me, but I will not anſwer; 
e they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall 
44 not find me (f).“ Yet now is the ac 
Fepted time, now is * "wy of ſalvation.» 
e o 
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2 he Lord is yet waiting, that he may be 
gracious. Wherefore the Holy Ghoſt faith, 


to-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
"your hearts. e ſends you meſſages of love: 
with open arms and heart, he ſays, come to 
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and Iz will giv & ou reſt. He wall, give it 
you now and you will taſte the ſweetneſs 


of it in your renewed application of faith 


and hope to him, when fleſh and heart fail- 
eth. Vou will then go to him as to a tried 
friend; whoſe love you have experienced; 
who has the charge of your immortal ſoul, 
and with whom, from all you know of his 
perfections and promiſes, ry can cheerfully 
vin ito;: © van nid Anicge aw in 
Dm 2 A 86 eb zal h 0 03:14 
4.) How unreaſonable. Ge, lavich four. of 
danch, in thoſe who have truſted in Chgiſt ! 
Such as know him not, or art ſtrangers to 
His grace, may well be afraid of dyitig, I 
ſometimes wonder, that ſuch are not perpe- 
tually overwhelmed with the dread; of their 
diffolution-: but their eyes are blinded, and 
their hearts dreadfully hardened- I hope 
better things of ſome of you: that, thought, 
Ful of your latter end, you have been ena- 

; 8 5 bled, 
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WE 2 
bled; humbly: and thankfully, 'to embrace 
the proviſion made in Jeſus, for the ſal vation 


even of the chief of ſinners : crying out with 
Paul, Oh to be found in Chriſt! you 
have fled to him; lived upon him by faith, 
and it has been your defire and delight, that 
Chriſt may be magnified in and by you; 
beth in life and in death. Why then diſtruſt 
his care or tenderneſs for your laſt moments? 
Have you been taught to honour and truſt 
in him, as the only Mediator between Gop 
and man? Have you again and again made a 
ſolemn and entire commitment and ſurrender 
of yourſelf to him, as your only Redeemer 
and Lord? And will he fail to fulfil the 
hopes he has encouraged you to entertain 
from him? Can you ſuppoſe, that he will 
leave that foul to periſh at laſt, that has re- 
nounced every other dependence, to truſt 
only in Chriſt? that he will order you to be 
finally and for ever ſeparated from him, 
whom he has taught to love him above all, 
and to delight ſupremely in his preſence? 
You will ſay, perhaps, I do not fo much 
fear the fatal conſequences of death, as the 
pangs of dying: and why are you afraid of 
them ? 2 hays fp: and long, cannot 
4 Jeſus 
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Jeſas uphold you under them? and make it 
appear, that his grace is ſufficient, even for 
ſuch a dying day ? And ſhall we be unwill- 
ing or afraid to ſuffer then, if we may glo- 
rify God in the fire? But, fay you, what 
if I ſhould ſink under my ſufferings? And 
why ſhould you fear it ? if the Lord be with 


vou, (and you have no reaſon to apprehend 
be will then, or ever, forſake you) if he 


perfect his ſtrength in weakneſs, are you 
afraid you ſhall fink then ? rather ſay with 
that his ſervant, who Sy him to his 
ancient Iſrael, (4) © Though I walk through 
* the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will 
ter fear no evil; thou art with me; thy rod 
« and thy ſtaff they comfort me.” But let 
me ſuggeſt another thought here; would you, 
could you, henceforward, be ſo much afraid 
of the agonies of death, if an eye and ear- 
witneſs of the deceaſed in his laſt moments ? 


"He had been as much afraid of dying as 


you can be; and when it came, it was no- 
thing more than falling ſweetly aſleep.—It 
has proved the ſame to many of the Lord's 
ſervants; and he that has the keys of death, 
can make it equally eaſy and ſafe to you. 
Once 


(A) Pl. XXIII. 4. 


11 
%, Slate 2901 Am tr 1 
> Ant d- gut Sonette Zarte Her yr, 
| ß. ) How wh have we, in *** reviahs 
of ſueh an end, to comfort us op the re- 
moval of a ſervant of | Chriſt ! Gop forbid 
that it ſhould be laid, on occaſions Iike. theſe, 
the righteous periſh, and no man layeth it 
to heart. We feel our loſs; and mu Jament 
it: famülies, churches, miniſters, mourn 
when the faithful fail from among the chi- 
dren of men. But let neither refuſe to he 
comforted ; they lived and they died to the 
Lord. They would not have withed or been 
willing to live always here: But Jeſus lives, 
and is the ſame yeſterday, tos day, and for 
ever. And while we rejoice, and hope in 
him as ſuch, both fer ourſelves and our 
children, we; will bleſs his name, for all he 
has/wxought in and by one and another of 
our fathers, whom be bas called away. 
Formed for himſelf, in life and in death; 
they ſhewed forth his) praiſe May the 
mourning. fe amily, that has now Joſt its ho- 
naured — pd you, my Chriſtian friends 
86 this ſociety, >Seprived of; your beloved 


Miniſter and feel, the ey of that 
e eee under the beregving Pro- 
F videncel © 
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 vidence ! Permit me to conclude wiah/the 


0 following anecdotes concerning him : 


#31757 on? ni d vet dou πwỹõ . 
NI. John Oldingg> whaſe death we hs 
ment, was born av Dartmouth, in Jaiuary, 
27. I am told, ne ſdifcoveredoa: ſeridiis 
ſpirit in his yauth: [whereupon her qias funt 
to. Northarupton, ton be oducated. font thee 
miniſtry, under the care of the Rev. Dr. 


— Doddridggco: His: ſtœady piety, and thescfe- 


gard he diſcovered fbr the .diftinguifiinng 
prineiples of: che geſpel j lende nddt he firſt 


received àn invitation te 4. eongrtgational 
church at Gloceſter, he went from he 
acadgniy- chither in #5421" There ho wi 
vrdamed; and he con tigued inthe paſtortd 
1lition”ta"that ehb@H hüte 1944400 In the 


print of thatyancheHidftieame to Deptfordʒ 


and wab iat apatti as dhe: paſtor of:uhis church 
bu October fallidwring! Aud we Au. 


and un lameablye he behaved Rüth (@fi AHD 


von, to his dg Ao 4 — 


Rnudte, that you conſidered MH e a pet fact 

rharadter :. Ib bad his imperfeRibils und'ixe 

felt for ther. But Jer areRiorotgh ly per- 

lonobi⸗ ſuaded, 
4 


EY” 7 


ſuaded, that he had this occaſion of re- 
joicing. the teſtimony of conſcience; that 
in ſimplicity and- godly fincerity, not with 
fleſhly wiſdom, but by the grace of Goo, 
he had his converſation in the world, and 
unto you-ward. | 


That ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, fo 
ſtrongly and uniformly marked his conduct 
as a man, a Chriſtian, and a miniſter ; and 
that in all his tranſactions, both with Gop 
and his fellow-creatures, that there 1s not, 
perhaps, any one word by which he may be. 
more juſtly characterized, than that of our 
Lord concerning Nathaniel, (x) * An Iſra- 
« elite indeed, in whom there was no guile.” 


I I ſhall therefore leave with you the ex- 

hortation of the apoſtle Paul, in the 13th 
chapter of his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, ver. 7, 
* Remember him who hath had the rule 
* over you, and hath (long and faithfully) 
0 {ſpoken unto you the word of Gop ; whoſe 
«« faith follow; conſidering the end of his 
% converſation,” Amen! | 


(x) John I. 47. 
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